% 

9 2006 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



LICANT: DAVID, Guy 

SERIAL NO.: 10/777,497 ART UNIT: 3725 

FILED: February 12, 2004 EXAMINER: Pahng, J.Y. 

TITLE: DEVICE FOR SEPARATING THE HARD COMPONENTS FOR A GRINDER USED IN 
THE FIELD OF THE FOOD INDUSTRY, AND IN PARTICULAR FOR THE MINCING OF 
MEAT 

Amendment A: CLAIM AMENDMENTS 
Claims 1 - 5 (canceled). Please cancel Claims 1-5 and substitute Claims 6 - 10 therefor as 
follows. 

6. (new) An apparatus for separating hard components from a grinder comprising: 
a grid means having openings formed therein, said grid means for stopping 
the hard components and for draining the hard components toward a center thereof; 

a separating cutter having a generally star-shape with legs extending from a 
center thereof, said separating cutter having a drive shaft connected thereto; and 

a collecting tube positioned centrally of said grid means, said grid means 
comprising a supporting grid, said grid means for causing the hard components to pass between said 
supporting grid and said separating cutter and into said collecting tube, said supporting grid being 
connected by a counter-nut to said collecting tube such that a relative rotation between said 
supporting grid and said collecting tube causes change of distance between said separating cutter and 
supporting grid, said collecting tube having an axial recess receiving an end of said drive shaft 
therein, said end of said drive shaft being freely rotatable within said axial recess, said collecting 
tube having at least one channel formed in a periphery of said collecting tube, said collecting tube 
suitable for connection to a discharge pipe, the channel suitable for transmitting the hard components 
toward the discharge pipe. 



7. (new) The apparatus of Claim 6, further comprising: 

a ring received within said axial recess, said end of said drive shaft received 

in said ring. 

8. (new) The apparatus of Claim 6, said at least one channel comprising a plurality 
of peripheral channels each having a longitudinal axis parallel to a longitudinal axis of said axial 
recess. 

9. (new) The apparatus of Claim 8, said axial recess and said plurality of peripheral 
channels extending along only a portion of said collecting tube. 

1 0. (new) The apparatus of Claim 8, said plurality of peripheral channels each having 

a beveled end. 
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